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In sumptuous and illuminating detail, Simon Winchester, the bestselling author of The Professor
and the Madman ("Elegant and scrupulous"—New York Times Book Review) and Krakatoa ("A
mesmerizing page-turner"—Time) brings to life the extraordinary story of Joseph Needham, the
brilliant Cambridge scientist who unlocked the most closely held secrets of China, long the
world's most technologically advanced country.No cloistered don, this tall, married Englishman
was a freethinking intellectual, who practiced nudism and was devoted to a quirky brand of folk
dancing. In 1937, while working as a biochemist at Cambridge University, he instantly fell in love
with a visiting Chinese student, with whom he began a lifelong affair.He soon became fascinated
with China, and his mistress swiftly persuaded the ever-enthusiastic Needham to travel to her
home country, where he embarked on a series of extraordinary expeditions to the farthest
frontiers of this ancient empire. He searched everywhere for evidence to bolster his conviction
that the Chinese were responsible for hundreds of mankind's most familiar innovations—
including printing, the compass, explosives, suspension bridges, even toilet paper—often
centuries before the rest of the world. His thrilling and dangerous journeys, vividly recreated by
Winchester, took him across war-torn China to far-flung outposts, consolidating his deep
admiration for the Chinese people.After the war, Needham was determined to tell the world what
he had discovered, and began writing his majestic Science and Civilisation in China, describing
the country's long and astonishing history of invention and technology. By the time he died, he
had produced, essentially single-handedly, seventeen immense volumes, marking him as the
greatest one-man encyclopedist ever.Both epic and intimate, The Man Who Loved China tells
the sweeping story of China through Needham's remarkable life. Here is an unforgettable tale of
what makes men, nations, and, indeed, mankind itself great—related by one of the world's
inimitable storytellers.

From the Back CoverIn sumptuous and illuminating detail, Simon Winchester, bestselling author
of The Professor and the Madman, brings to life the extraordinary story of Joseph Needham—
the brilliant Cambridge scientist, freethinking intellectual, and practicing nudist who unlocked the
most closely held secrets of China, once the world's most technologically advanced
country.About the AuthorSimon Winchester is the acclaimed author of many books, including
The Professor and the Madman, The Men Who United the States, The Map That Changed the
World, The Man Who Loved China, A Crack in the Edge of the World, and Krakatoa, all of which
were New York Times bestsellers and appeared on numerous best and notable lists. In 2006,
Winchester was made an officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) by Her Majesty the
Queen. He resides in western Massachusetts.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.The Man Who Loved ChinaThe Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist Who



Unlocked the Mysteries of the Middle KingdomBy Simon WinchesterHarperCollins Publishers,
Inc.Copyright © 2009 Simon WinchesterAll right reserved.Chapter OneThe Barbarian and the
CelestialOn the Worldwide Repute of Early Chinese BridgesForeign admirers of Chinese
bridges could be adduced from nearly every century of the Empire. Between AD 838 and 847
Ennin never found a bridge out of commission, and marvelled at the effective crossing of one of
the branches of the Yellow River by a floating bridge 330 yards long, followed by a bridge of
many arches, when on his way from Shandong to Chang'an. In the last decades of the 13th
century Marco Polo reacted in a similar way, and speaks at length of the bridges in China,
though he never mentions one in any other part of the world. . . . It is interesting that one of the
things which the early Portuguese visitors to China in the 16th century found most extraordinary
about the bridges was the fact that they existed along the roads often far from any human
habitation. "What is to be wondered at in China," wrote Gaspar da Cruz, the Dominican who was
there is 1556, "is that there are many bridges in uninhabited places throughout the country, and
these are not less well built nor less costly than those which are nigh the cities, but rather they
are all costly and all well wrought."—Joseph Needham, 1971From Science and Civilisation in
China, Volume IV, Part 3Joseph Needham, a man highly regarded for his ability as a builder of
bridges—between science and faith, privilege and poverty, the Old World and the New, and,
most famously of all, between China and the West—was obliged to make an early start in the
craft, as the only child of a mother and father who were ineluctably shackled in a spectacularly
disastrous Edwardian marriage.Joseph Needham, the father, was a London doctor, a steady,
unexciting, reliable sobersides. It was as a lonely widower, in 1892, that he met the young flame-
haired Irishwoman who was to become his second, and singularly ill-chosen, wife. It took him
only six weeks to decide to marry Alicia Adelaide Montgomery, the daughter of the union
between the town clerk of Bangor, County Down, and a French gentlewoman. It took him the
better part of thirty turbulent years in the genteel London suburb of Clapham to repent.Alicia
Needham was generously described as having "an artistic temperament," which in her case
meant a combination of wild, childlike exuberance and the staging of almighty tantrums, which
were colored by her liking for throwing things (plates, mainly) at her husband. She was
profoundly erratic, moods blowing up like storms, her torrents of tears being followed by gales of
cackling laughter. She was fascinated by psychic phenomena, knew all of south London's local
mediums, read tarot cards, held séances, was interested in ectoplasm, and took photographs of
spirits. She spent money like a drunken sailor, her spending binges frequently bringing the family
close to ruin.It was eight years before she became pregnant. The son who in the closing days of
1900 entered this most fractious of households was to be their only child. Trouble began at the
font: such was his parents' animosity toward each other that each chose to use a different
Christian name for the boy: from the four he was given at birth his mother selected Terence; his
father, perhaps mindful of the time of year the child was born, instead chose to use Noël. The
boy would sign letters to each with the name each preferred; but when finally left alone to
choose, for both convenience and filial compromise generally used, and eventually settled on,



Joseph.His was a solitary, contemplative childhood, lived out in his fourth-floor room, where he
played alone with his Meccano erector set and his building blocks and a large model railway
layout, and was bathed, shampooed, and dressed by a humorless French governess shipped in
direct from Paris. But it was also an intellectually stimulating upbringing. His severe and learned
father, to whom he was by far the closer, saw to it that he had a solid grounding in worlds both
bookish and practical. He taught the boy how to write when Joseph was little more than an infant
(his mother banging hysterically on the locked door protesting that the child was far too young),
leaving a lifetime legacy of the neatest handwriting, perfectly legible and elegant. He taught him
woodwork, bird-watching, the geography of Europe, the taxonomy of the back garden, and an
antimaterialist philosophy that would remain with him all his life: the need to "give things only a
passing glance."There was spiritual instruction, albeit of an unusually rigorous kind. The family
took the clanking steam train up to the medieval Templars' church in the center of London each
Sabbath day to hear the controversial mathematician and priest E. W. Barnes preach one of his
so-called "gorilla sermons." Barnes, who would later become bishop of Birmingham, was at the
forefront of a movement to remodel Christian doctrine in the light of scientific discovery—most
notably Darwinian evolution, from which the "gorilla sermons" took their name.He was an
uncritical supporter of Darwin, denied the existence of miracles, opposed the fundamental
beliefs about the sacraments, and outraged the orthodox members of the Church of England,
who accused him of heresy and demanded his condemnation by Canterbury. And the schoolboy
Needham listened to him enraptured. In an interview much later in life Needham explained the
legacy that Barnes had left, summing it up by saying he had basically liberated religion from the
"creepiness" that put off so many other people. Barnes and his modernizing zeal transformed
faith, thought Needham, into the best of good sense.Not content with keeping up the academic
pressure on his son even on Sundays, the elder Joseph Needham also took the boy to France
on study holidays. The parents, ever fighting, invariably (and prudently) took separate holidays,
and young Joseph, fearful of being embarassed by his high-strung mother, rarely went with her,
except for a couple of times when he traveled to see a rather pretty niece who lived in Ireland. So
much did he like France that he eventually spent a term at school there, at Saint-Valéry-sur-
Somme, and was able to speak passable French by the time he was twelve, with some help from
his gloomy governess.Continues...Excerpted from The Man Who Loved Chinaby Simon
Winchester Copyright © 2009 by Simon Winchester. Excerpted by permission.All rights
reserved. No part of this excerpt may be reproduced or reprinted without permission in writing
from the publisher.Excerpts are provided by Dial-A-Book Inc. solely for the personal use of
visitors to this web site.Read more
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H. Schneider, “Sinophilia orgy. I have decided to elevate Joseph Needham to the ranks of my
primary heroes. That means he joins Vinegar Joe Stilwell (the American General who tried to
teach Chiang Kai Shek how to run an army so that he might win a war; he failed, as you probably
know) and Alfred Russell Wallace (the man who found that evolution works via natural selection,
but had a marketing disadvantage to his colleague Charles Darwin; the theory is called
Darwinism, not Wallacism, as you might know). Needham wrote close to 20000 pages on the
history of Chinese science and civilization, he was a most amazing alround scientist. The 'book',
or should we call it a library, is unsurpassed in his subject - but have you ever heard of it? I mean
you, the non-expert on China. Let me know. I suspect very few people outside an inner circle
ever heard of it.Winchester has published quite a few books on diverse subjects. I mainly like his
travel books: first a walk through South Korea, then a ship ride up the Yangzi. Given that he is an
experienced travel writer, I am a bit puzzled by some of his geographical gaffes: flying over the
hump from India to Kunming, the connection from British India to National China during WW2,
W. claims the plane had to cross glaciers. Well, not likely. Better look it up on a map. Glacial
melting can't have progressed that much since then. Or: Needham's first stop in China is
Kunming, where he allegedly watches the sun set over the distant Tibetan hills on his first
evening after arriving. Odd in view of the hundreds km distance from Kunming to Tibet and the
fact that the city has its own hills to the West.Apart from Needham's scientific formidability, he
was also a prime specimen of British excentricity (they allow every excentricity in Cambridge, as
long as it doesn't frighten the horses): a biochemist with highest distinctions early on, married to
a brillant colleague, a freethinker, nudist, socialist, folk dancer, playboy, leftist activist, member of
the left establishment, language genius, lay preacher (yes, he was also religious).And then: he
meets his lifetime love, a Chinese colleague from Nanjing (whom he will marry half a century
later), who makes him learn the language. He manages to get an assignment with the Foreign
Service during WW2 and moves to Chongqing in 43, as Counsellor to the Embassy.That's the
beginning of the end. The man starts researching and writing... 20 volumes? He is obsessed
with Chinese history and goes on his decade long rampage.As implied above, he was
somewhat of a political fool, but it's hard for me to begrudge him that. Not everybody looked at it
so generously though. For a while he had a key position in UNESCO, in charge of science (he
put the S into UNECO), when Julian Huxley was the DG. The US pushed him out for his
communist sympathies.Worse was to come: he let himself be misused by China for Cold War
propaganda in connection with the Korean War, as head of an 'independant' commission that
was to investigate alleged US uses of biological weapons against Korea and China. From what
is known today, no such thing happened, the whole show was staged by the Soviets and the
Chinese, and Needham spoiled his name for years to come. He got blacklisted in the US for 20
years. He was just too naive and believed that everybody else was as honest and serious as he
was himself.One sad thing I learned from the book: the recent earthquake in Sichuan hit a place



of magnificent historical importance, the great water works at Dujiangyan, built 250 BC,
comprising dikes, dams, canals.”

Jack Schelin, “Very fine history and a great read. Mr. Winchester's biography of Dr. Needham is
fascinating. The book succeeds on many levels. Like other of Winchester's books, it documents
the extraordinary accomplishments of a genuine eccentric, making it compelling just in narrative
terms. In addition, it traces the work of (arguably) the greatest Sinologist that the world has
known, east or west, whose mammoth undertaking over many volumes has demonstrated that
China is responsible, directly or indirectly, for an extraordinary number of innovations which we
take for granted (and for which we often misattribute credit).I do think very highly of this book
and have strongly recommended it. That said, it seems to me to have one shortcoming. On the
one hand, the book is highly economical. Winchester paints a very clear picture of Needham, his
spouse (or spouses, depending on how you count them), his remarkable accomplishments in
biological sciences, and then the astonishing project by which he and his team documented
what is, for all intents and purposes, the invention of science and technology over three millennia
of Chinese thought. On the other hand, the book is highly economical--its strength is its
weakness. Winchester weaves through the study two questions fundamental to thinking about
China. The first (and he appears to have discovered manuscript information which documents
the moment when it occurred to Needham) was the suspicion that China was indeed
responsible for an awful lot more in engineering, science, commerce, medicine, agriculture, civil
reform, military planning (etc., etc., etc.) than anyone had ever thought. The second, and one
which begs many more questions, was perhaps on the fringe of Needham's own thinking (hard
to tell) but very central to Winchester's, here and in other of his works: What the heck happened
in the 16th century or so, which seems in some ways to have initiated a hiatus in China's
development of leading innovation?Here's where I'd love to hear more. Winchester suggests
towards the end of the volume (and I take this from his earlier work too) that for some reason the
culture in a sense gave up. He takes a further step in that reasoning. If I understand him
correctly, he concludes that China took a break for a few centuries, pausing in a 3000+ year
history of extraordinary technological innovation. Well, he suggests, maybe the break is over.I
know that this is an unfair point to make, and I offer it as a 'criticism' only with tongue in cheek. It
amounts to saying that the book should have been three or four times longer and much more
than a biography of Needham. As an historical biography and cultural study, it is very fine and a
page-turner. I do hope that Mr. Winchester will continue this line of thinking, begun in earlier
volumes and continued in the context of Needham's enormous contributions, and I look forward
to further installments. I strongly recommend the book.”

Mr. P. Skeldon, “Another treat from Simon Winchester. I was a little disappointed by Atlantic, but
in this book Simon Winchester does what he does best, write about historic characters and
events with a journalist's immediacy. I have read a potted version of Needham's great work, so



his work was not unknown to me. However, I knew nothing about the man and his life, a gap
which Winchester has filled. I was sorry to finish it, and read the bits at the back just to hang on.
The story about the chinese restaurant delivery man was an extra treat for dessert.”

Mr. S.J. Chan, “This is a fantastic book. The author is so thorough in his .... This is a fantastic
book. The author is so thorough in his research that there are interesting items in Needham's life
not known to many people till now. I have met Needham personally when he came to Hong Kong
in the early 1980's to raise funds for the East Asia History Research Foundation. Subsequently, I
have followed his life as I know many of the members in the Foundation.He made such an
impression on the people he met in Hong Kong that he raised something half a million pounds
within six months,The only bit missing in the book, regrettably is some details of the donors and
how he was revered by China even today.Another bit missing is about Professor Ho PingYu, who
was his friend , collaborator and subsequently his successor at the Needham Research Institute
in Cambridge.”

Jim Layfield, “Quality of the Book. First-time for me buying a used book, very pleased with the
outcome. Book is a paperback in very good condition the price was reasonable and the speed
of delivery was exceptional. I will seek out more books.”

C. Stacey, “Amazon - I've received the great book!. Compelling read”

LRKS, “Another great book by Winchester.. I love Winchester's books. I've read and have all of
them.  I bought this as a gift and recipient loves it”

The book by Harold B. Kildahl has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 380 people have provided feedback.
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